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Verdicts & sett_lements

Jury hits hospital with verdict for $1.3M

Mother, 34, died after surgery to resalve blood clots

By [ penmas KEanHEY

krrruins, illr-rn-l:.'l'l bl bprneme s

& Balimove jury has swarted nearly $1.97
miltion Lo e sons of o 3d-vearold clty woman
wha diad in surgery gl Union Memorial
Haspilal in Hovember 20005,

D Mojiaba Gashtl, now chiel of visoolar
surgery ai the Charles Village hospilal, was
inserting & bDlomd-clot  [iler  In keica
Goodman's  superior  Yoma  cava  when
Goodman vwenl into cardiac arvest The parties
(igagres, tiough, on whateauged the probxloem,

Attorneys for Goodman's family argued the
procedure never should have boon attempied
ancl that her death was cassed when a dilalor
prcrced e vein and the aorta, Nocding the
args proundd ber heart. Delensg alforneys, rep-
resenting the hospital and Gashti's supervising
surgenn, clabtmed the operation was pers
formed corvectly and that Goodman's death
was due o an unrelabed clob migration Irom
below the heart, leading Lo a pulmonary
entbaliso,

CGrashil, sehio was remed 2000 Public Gitizen
of the Year by the Maryland Chapler of the
Matdonal Association of Bocial Workers Tor his
humanitarian work in Hail, was not a defen-
dant in the Daltimore City Circolt Coeurt
trial this month before Judge Barry G
Willizms.

However, the jJury found Geshii breached
the standard of care in Goodman's case and
hield the hospital inble [Lawacded Goodman's
song, novw 14 amd 11, $400,000 pach in non-eco-
nomie damages for e loss of their mother, 25
well a5 o tofal of $467,000 for the loss of her
household services, Goodman was  nol
emploved when she died and had heen the
bows' only cavetnker.

The jury also awarded SIOLO000  to
Goodmans estate for her pre-death pain and
suffering, but they did not compensate her
parents, who testified at frial, In keeping with
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the slalalory cap on nom-economic damages
in madieal malpractce cases, the total award
af $900 000 in non-economic damages will be
reduced by 387,500

Merle O, Kopeo, one of the Domilys ailosre
neys, stid he is “very plensed” to recelve an
award et provides "compensation and seow-
rily” 1o the kils

“They hawa lost her ool onky (o the Gme
that ey nre baing wuiaed Lt For a '.il'l":|.|||'||:|r
said Kope:,

D, Frank J. Criado, the supervising sur-
gonn, was nol found linble, His atbomey,
[_':r_'.ug_':n.w_-' K Sclrcder, said ik was a techinically
Maveless |;||_'|_|-;_|_'|,|||r|_'II and that ihe defendanis
had "absalutely nel” done anything wrong.

The performticns the plaintifTs claim caused
the fatal Bleeding actually openad during the
36 minutes ol CEFR the opecating soom stall
performed after Goodman becime wnrespon-
alve, nob belfore — aod mid-surgery wesls sup-
ported that theory, Schrader sad

Deneld Lo DeVrles Je, who represented (he
haspital, did nat cetom calls seeking com
METIE.

The defense claimaed that Gashii’s decision,
which came days into Goodman's hospital
stay, o insert e cage-like Dilber as opposeal Lo
preseribing Blood thinnees was wise consldes
ing Goodman's other Blood issces, including
gevers anemia and excessive bleeding during
menstruation,

You don't give a lady ke thal aniicons
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Mark C. Kapeo (1eft) and Frank W. Spector (right) reprosented the gaeents ard children of Edca Goodman, slio sank fabs care
chie arpesl durleg surgery 12 nsel & Hood -clol filler,

tamta b thin her blood more and hopa for tha
besk,"” Schrader said.

Fok e pHainbiffs coundered chal Giondman
fnd already taken and could have tolerated
mare blood Buinners whereas the Glter proee-
dure was "rare and conlroversinl.” They also
allegad  the swrgeons did mob oblain
Goodman's informed comsent, Dol that clakm
chich rnt resull in damages

"Thalr approach was to cateh these clots,
and we argued that the blood thinness would
have cawsod these clots io resolve” Hopeo
il

Both plaintilm amd delfense presented Lesti-
mony from expert vascolar surgeons and
economists. And in mddition o Gashiy and
Criadio, the defense also put on @ padlologsat,
Goodmans parenls, Laune Tuck and Horaco
Goodman, alsa lestified; the children, who
now live with Tuck in Northeast Baltimare,
clic not

°l just Telt ... the most approgpoais way (o
convey Lo e jury what they've heen through
angd wival they fee was theough the grandpars-
ents," Kopee said.

The trial began Aug. 10 and L jury got the
case last Monday. After a day off Tuesday, they
vefburned their verdict Wednesdoy aftermoon,
Toee st settlement offer was 8360,000, Kopes
anid.
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